[Comparative epidemiological study on thyroid cancer in areas with different iodine intakes].
To investigate the status of thyroid cancer among people aged 14 and over residing in areas with different iodine intakes. In-door interviews on prevalence of thyroid cancer were conducted among 22 976 persons aged 14 and over residing in three rural communities in Panshan County, Liaoning Province, an iodine deficient area, Zhangwu County, Liaoning Province, an iodine sufficient area, and Huanghua County, Hebei Province, an iodine excessive area. Morning fasting urine, drinking water and table salt were collected from part of the interviewees to be tested. The medians of urinary iodide were 103.2 microgram/L, 374.8 microgram/L and 614.6 microgram/L among the interviewees in Panshan, Zhangwu and Huanghua respectively. No patient with thyroid cancer was found in Panshan and Zhangwu, while 10 interviewees in Huanghua were suffering from thyroid papillary carcinoma. During the period of 1994 - 2000, the prevalence of thyroid cancer was 91.58/100 000, and the incidence was 13.12/100 000 per year in Huanghua. The prevalence and incidence of thyroid cancer in iodine excessive area are much higher than those in the other two areas.